Transference and countertransference in homosexuality--changing psychoanalytic views.
This retrospective review of the psychoanalytic treatment literature about homosexuals traces the development over the years of views of transference and countertransference. Shifts are identified in the dynamic understanding of transference phenomena, from an early emphasis on Oedipal issues to the contemporary focus on early maternal relations and how disturbances in these are recapitulated in the homosexual transference; this evolution parallels broader trends in clinical psychoanalysis. Against the background of rapidly changing social and professional attitudes toward homosexuality, and in light of burgeoning interest in countertransference among psychoanalysts, the absence of any discussion of countertransference in the treatment of homosexuals is considered significant. Further, the overwhelming attention given to male, compared to female, homosexuals is noted. Finally, some questions are raised about the implications of the contemporary status of psychoanalytic thinking about the treatment of homosexuality.